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Open Letter to the American People: 

Since the 2009 H1N1 flu virus hit our shores, scientists, manufacturers, health providers, and 

federal, state, and local health officials have worked together to protect the health of the 

American people. Over 110 million doses of the H1N1 vaccine are now available, with more 

coming every day. Now is the time to protect yourself and those around you by getting 

vaccinated against the H1N1 flu. 

The traditional flu season is just beginning and typically lasts until May. History tells us to 

prepare for another serious wave of illness. With H1N1 flu declining in many areas, we have a 

window of opportunity to help prevent the flu from spreading further and causing even more 

illness, hospitalization, and death.  

The H1N1 flu vaccine is safe, effective, and the best way to protect yourself and your family 

from the H1N1 flu.  

The H1N1 vaccine is made the same way seasonal flu vaccines are made every year. Extensive 

testing and monitoring have shown that the vaccine is not only safe, but also an excellent match 

for the H1N1 flu virus. And remember that when you get vaccinated, you don’t just help 

yourself; you help your community by preventing the spread of the flu virus.  

We especially encourage people with underlying health conditions, pregnant women, children, 

young adults, caretakers of infants, and health care workers to get vaccinated against H1N1. 

Unlike the seasonal flu, H1N1 has hit children, young people, and adults under age 65 

exceptionally hard. That is why we encourage you to get the H1N1 vaccine as soon as possible. 
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Fighting the flu is a shared responsibility. We ask you to join us in this fight to protect yourself 

and your community by getting the H1N1 flu vaccine. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy H. 

Nielsen, 

M.D., PhD 

Immediate 

Past 

President 

American 

Medical 

Association 

 Rebecca 

Patton, MSN, 

RN, CNOR 

President 

American 

Nurses 

Association 

 

Judith S. 

Palfrey, MD, 

FAAP 

President 

American 

Academy of 

Pediatrics 
 

Gerald F. 

Joseph, Jr., 

MD, FACOG 

President 

American 

College of 

Obstetricians 

and 

Gynecologists 

 

Welford C. 

Roberts, 

PhD, RS, 

REHS, 

DAAS 

President 

National 

Environment

al Health 

Association 

  

Susan 

Wysocki, 

WHNP-BC, 

FAANP 

President & 

CEO 

National 

Association of 

Nurse 

Practitioners in 

Women's 

Health 

 

Geraldine 

“Polly” 

Bednash, 

PhD, RN, 

FAAN 

CEO & 

Executive 

Director 

American 

Association 

of Colleges 

 

Mark E. Rupp, 

MD 

President 

Society for 

Healthcare 

Epidemiology 

of America 



of Nursing 

  

Larry A. 

Wickless, 

DO 

President 

American 

Osteopathic 

Association 

 

Tom Van 

Coverden 

President & 

CEO 

National 

Association of 

Community 

Health Centers 

  

Sharon A. R. 

Stanley, 

PhD, RN, RS 

Chief Nurse 

American 

Red Cross   

Steve H. 

Hanson, MPA, 

PAC, AAPA 

President 

American 

Academy of 

Physician 

Assistants 

  

Elena Rios, 

MD, MSPH 

President & 

CEO 

National 

Hispanic 

Medical 

Association 

 

Angela 

Gardner, MD, 

ACEP 

President 

American 

College of 

Emergency 

Physicans 

  

Michael A. 

Barry, CAE 

Executive 

Director 

American 

College of 

Preventive 

Medicine 

 

 

Richard J. 

Whitley, MD, 

FIDSA 

President 

Infectious 

Diseases 

Society of 

America 



  

Jane L. 

Delgado, 

PhD, MS 

President & 

CEO 

National 

Alliance for 

Hispanic 

Health   

Harold A. 

Schaitberger 

General 

President 

International 

Association of 

Fire Fighters 

 

Lori Heim, 

MD 

President 

American 

Academy of 

Family 

Physicians 

  

Denise 

Graham 

Executive Vice 

President 

Association for 

Professional in 

Infection 

Control & 

Epidemiology 

  

Mitchel C. 

Rothlolz, 

RPh, MBA 

Chief of Staff 

American 

Pharmacists 

Association 

 

Michelle 

Beauchesne, 

DNSc, RN, 

CPNP, FNAP, 

FAANP 

President 

National 

Association of 

Pediatric Nurse 

Practitioners 

  

James C. 

Turner, MD, 

FACHA 

President 

American 

College 

Health 

Association 

 

 

Joseph W. 

Stubbs, MD, 

FACP 

President 

American 

College of 

Physicians 

 

Clare 

Coleman 

President & 

CEO 

National 

Family 

Planning & 

Reproductive 

Health 

  

Sandi Delack, 

RN, BSN, 

MEd 

President 

Amy Garcia, 

RN, MSN 

Executive 

Director 

National 



Association Association of 

School Nurses 

 

Michael R. 

Fraser, PhD 

Chief 

Executive 

Officer 

Affairs 

Association 

of Maternal 

& Child 

Health 

Programs 

  

Lawrence A. 

McAndrews, 

FACHE 

President & 

CEO 

National 

Association of 

Childrens 

Hospitals and 

Related 

Institutions 

 

Bruce T. 

Roberts, 

R.Ph 

Executive 

Vice 

President and 

CEO 

National 

Community 

Pharmacists 

Association 

 

 

Rich 

Umbdenstock 

President and 

CEO 

American 

Hospital 

Association 

 

Charles N. 

Kahn III 

President and 

CEO 

Federation of 

American 

Hospitals 

  

Dr. Geoffrey 

Rutledge 

Chief Medical 

Officer 

Epocrates  

 

Robert C. 

Griggs, MD, 

FAAN 

President 

AAN 

 

 

Reginald Ware 

CEO 

BlackDoctor.or

g 



  

Paul E. 

Jarris, MD, 

MBA 

Executive 

Director 

Association 

of State and 

Territorial 

Health 

Officials 

(ASTHO) 

 

 

Robert M. 

Pestronk 

Executive 

Director 

National 

Association of 

County and 

City Health 

Officials 

(NACCHO) 

  

Sandra 

Domeraki-

Prickitt 

Executive 

President 

Association 

of 

Occupational 

Health 

Professionals 

in Healthcare 

(AOHP) 

    

HHS does not endorse private products, services, or enterprises. 

 

  

 Text size: 

 s 

 m 

 l 

 xl 

 Email page 

 Print page 

 Bookmark and share  

o Add this to... 

o Favorites 

o Del.icio.us 

o Digg 

o Facebook 

o Google Bookmarks 

o Yahoo MyWeb 

http://www.cdc.gov/email.do
javascript:window.print();
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
javascript:openBookmarkSite('favorites');
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm


 Subscribe to RSS 

 Follow on Twitter 

 Podcasts 

View page in 

 Español  

 Deutsch 

 中文简体 

 한국어 

 Tiếng Việt 

Get email updates 

To receive weekly email updates about this site, enter your email address: 

Enter Email Address Submit Button What's this?  

Contact Us: 

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

1600 Clifton Rd 

Atlanta, GA 30333 

 800-CDC-INFO 

(800-232-4636) 

TTY: (888) 232-6348 

24 Hours/Every Day 

 cdcinfo@cdc.gov 

Swine Flu Info  

Tell us what you 

think about this page 

(Anonymous) 

Add this button to your website  

 

Spread the word 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/rss/
http://twitter.com/cdcemergency
http://www2a.cdc.gov/podcasts/browse.asp?topic=swine%20flu
http://espanol.cdc.gov/enes/h1n1flu
http://deutsche.cdc.gov/ende/h1n1flu
http://chinese.cdc.gov/enzs/h1n1flu
http://korean.cdc.gov/enko/h1n1flu
http://vietnamese.cdc.gov/envi/h1n1flu
http://www.cdc.gov/emailupdates/
mailto:cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/feedback.do?questionNumber=6&url=http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu&title=CDC%20H1N1%20Flu%20Website
http://www.cdc.gov/feedback.do?questionNumber=6&url=http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu&title=CDC%20H1N1%20Flu%20Website
http://www.cdc.gov/feedback.do?questionNumber=6&url=http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu&title=CDC%20H1N1%20Flu%20Website
http://www.cdc.gov/SocialMedia/Campaigns/h1n1/buttons.html


Send an e-card  

File Formats Help: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

How do I view different file formats (PDF, DOC, PPT, MPEG) on this site?  

 Email 

 Print 

 Share  

o Add this to... 

o Favorites 

o Del.icio.us 

o Digg 

o Facebook 

o Google Bookmarks 

o Yahoo MyWeb 

 Updates 

 Subscribe 

 Listen 

 Content source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 Home 

 A-Z Index 

 Site Map 

 Policies 

 About CDC.gov 

 Link to Us 

 All Languages 

 CDC Mobile 

 Contact CDC 

 

http://www2c.cdc.gov/ecards/index.asp?category=175
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/email.do
javascript:window.print();
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
javascript:openBookmarkSite('favorites');
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/subscribe.html?code=USCDC_53
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/open_letter_h1n1_vaccine.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/az/a.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/site_map.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/policies.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/about_cdcgov.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/link.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/languages/
http://www.cdc.gov/mobile/
http://www.cdc.gov/contact/
http://www2c.cdc.gov/ecards/index.asp?category=175
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.cdc.gov/Other/plugins/
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention   1600 Clifton Rd. Atlanta, GA 30333, USA 

800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) TTY: (888) 232-6348, 24 Hours/Every Day - cdcinfo@cdc.gov 

A-Z Index 

1. A 

2. B 

3. C 

4. D 

5. E 

6. F 

7. G 

8. H 

9. I 

10. J 

11. K 

12. L 

13. M 

14. N 

15. O 

16. P 

17. Q 

18. R 

19. S 

20. T 

21. U 

22. V 

23. W 

24. X 

25. Y 

26. Z 

27. # 

 
 

mailto:cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/az/a.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/b.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/c.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/d.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/e.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/f.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/g.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/h.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/i.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/j.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/k.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/l.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/m.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/n.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/o.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/p.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/q.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/r.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/s.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/t.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/u.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/v.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/w.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/x.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/y.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/z.html
http://www.cdc.gov/az/0.html
http://www.omniture.com/

